 Crate or Not to Crate: Housebreaking your Shih Tzu

Shih tzu are usually among the easier dogs to housebreak, however, most people find themselves torn between using a crate to train a dog and some of the more creative methods that people have designed. Regardless of the method you choose, always remember that the goal is to stop all elimination in your house and make the process as painless as possible for everyone involved.

For starters, punitive methods of punishment are now seen for what they are: mild forms of animal abuse. There is no reason to shout or beat a dog, certainly not a shih tzu. Simply teaching your dog what to do and letting them know when you're displeased, you can come to an understanding that is mostly based on reward, whether that be treats or your affection.

The shih tzu is such an affectionate dog, praise usually does the trick. If you choose to let your new shih tzu puppy have the run of the house, at least restrict it to where you can keep an eye on them. This, however, only works if someone is always around to let the dog out, as is often the case with freelancers.

Most people who have to go to work during the day ultimately resign to confining the dog to a crate, or in some cases, teaching it to use the toilet. Honestly, this can be taught, but with a lot of patience, encouragement and rewards.

Remember that there is no point in scolding a dog after it is done committing it’s foul misdeed. If you can catch them in the act, you can voice your displeasure, but otherwise, don't bother - they've already forgotten what they were just doing. Puppies have a hard time remembering anything they haven't done a thousand times before, but when an idea sticks, it does so for good.

Too much shouting when a dog is young and not being responsive enough lead to difficulties with toilet training. No matter what, you need to be very diligent about helping your dog get things right as well as never letting them get away with unacceptable behavior. As soon as a shih tzu thinks there are exceptions to your rules, you've just lost credibility as a leader.

The principal on which the crate works is that a dog won't eliminate where they sleep - certainly not if they can't just move over to get out of the way. They may be animals, but they don't want to lie in their own waste. By making the crate a relatively comfortable place, with soft bedding, food and water, a crate can be a place that your dog feels safe in.

Crates also have the added appeal of keeping your dog from getting into the kind of mischief that does make you want to scream. If you're going to be around all the time and can be consistent, it may not be necessary, but most people at least start with a crate, even if they grant more freedom later. ( I DO NOT USE A CRATE, BUT I DO A PET EXERCISE PEN, THIS WAY MY SHIH TZU CAN ALWAYS PLAY AND POTTY IN THE OTHER END WHERE I HAVE PLACED PUPPY PADS)
If you travel a lot or work short shifts then crate training is a must so the puppy gets used to traveling in it, I would then follow these instructions:

Crate training satisfies a natural instinct for your dog - one inherited from the wolf - to sleep and rest in a den. It's important because it will curb all sorts of destructive behavior, from digging to chewing to house soiling. Traveling is easier with a crate, and your puppy will be less afraid when it is crated at the groomer or veterinarian if it also has one at home.  At full growth your dog should be able to lie comfortably on its side, stand, sit or turn without difficulty in its crate. Place the crate in a room where the dog will feel like part of the family. Make sure you place comfortable bedding inside to make it appealing for your puppy. Choose a crate that is the proper size for your pet, as the sales person to help you.  Remember, Crates are not used as a means to punish your pet, this is a big mistake.  You want your pet to sleep, travel or nap in it, not to be afraid of it.

And puppies must relieve themselves every few hours, most likely as soon as they wake and  right after meals, so pay close attention to them at this time.

If you should see the puppy going to potty in the wrong area, Shout (ATTTTTTTTT!) and pick it up, take it to the proper area or pad and place them there, when finished, praise it.  Remember, mistakes happen to little ones, if you are pad training, dab it up with the pad, and place the pad back there, then the puppy will smell it the next time.  I place pads close to the bed, or door of the crate. 

Exercise

This breed is an up beat playful dogs. Short walks around the block, is a great way to keep them fit. They love to play games and can be kept inside for activates. They can tend to lie around a lot and it is a good idea to keep them fit and active. Given a sock or other convenient "enemy" your pet Shih Tzu will stalk his prey and quickly run with the prize to another area, often to lie on his back with a sock between his front legs, snatching playfully at the prey with his small jaws. They are great dogs to play fetch with and other dog games.

Training   Like housebreaking, training should begin as soon as your Shih Tzu enters the new house. The training sessions should be short but frequent, for example, ten to fifteen minute periods three times a day. This breed can have a short attention span, which makes quick lessons a more enjoyable experience. They are a highly intelligent dog and can be stubborn at times. With patience and a fun atmosphere these dogs are easy to obedience-train. They respond well to praise and treats for rewards on doing a good job. 

It is important to keep them on a leash or in a closed in area where they can be under supervision.
